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The corn beg’inneth to fork. Mortimer’s Husbandry. 

Fo'rkf.d. adj. [Uom fork.] Opening into two or more parts. 
When he was naked he was, for all the world, like a f rked 
radifli, with ahead fantaftically carved upon it with a knife. 

Sbakefpeare' s Henry IV. p. ii. 
Sometimes we fee a cloud that’s dragonifh, 

A forked mountain, or blue promontory. Sbakefpeare. 

Come, (hall we go and kill us venifon ? 

And yet it irks me the poor dappled fools 
Should, in their own confines, with forked heads* 

Have their round haunches goar’d. Shakefp. As you like it. 
He would have fpoke ; 

But hifs for hifs return’d, with forked tongue 

To forked tongue. Milton s t aradife Lof, b. x. 

Ye dragons, whofe contagious breath 
Peoples the dark retreats of death, 

Change your fierce luffing into joyful fong, 

And praifeyour maker with your forked tongue. Rofcoimnon. 
Fo'rkedly adv. [from forked.] In a forked form. 
Fo'rkedness. n.f. [from forked.] The quality of opening 
into two parts. 

Fo'rkhead. n.f [ fork and head.'] Point of an arrow. 

It ftizing, no way enter might ; 

Put back rebounding, left the forkbead keen, 

Eftfoons it fled away, and might no where be feen. Fa. £ht. 
Fo'rky. adj. [fsomfork] Forked; furcated; opening into 
two parts. 

The fmiling infant in his hand fhall take 
The crefted bafilifk and fpeckled fnake ; 

Pleas’d the green luftre of the feales furvey, 

And with their ferky tongue and pointlefs fling fhall play. 

Hope's Meffiah. 

Forlo're. [The preterite and participle of theSaxon popleopan, 
in Dutch verloren.] Deferted ; forfook; forfaken. 

Such as Diana by the fandy fhore 
Of fwift Eurotas, or on Cynthus’ green. 

Where all the nymphs have her forlore. Fairy Q ] ueen , b. ii. 

That wretched world he ’gan for to abhor. 

And mortal life ’gan loath, as thing forlore. Fairy gh/cen. 

Thus fell the trees, with noife the defarts roar ; 

The beafts their caves, the birds their nefts forelore. Fairf 
FORLO'RN. adj. [poplopen, from popleopan, Saxon; ver- 
ier en, Dutch.] 

1. Deferted; deftitute ; forfaken; wretched; helplefs; foli- 
tary. 

Make them feek for that they wont to fcorn ; 

Of fortune and of hope at once forlorn . Hubberd’s Tale . 

Tell me, good Hobinol, what gars thee greet ? 

What ! hath fome wolf thy tender lambs ytorn ? 

Or is thy bagpipe broke, that founds fo fweet? 

Or art thou of thy loved lafs forlorne? Spenfers Pafl orals. 
In every place was heard the lamentation of women and 
children ; every thing (hewed the heavinefs of the time, and 
feemed as altogether loft and forlorn. Knolles’s Hijlory. 

How can I live without thee ! how forego 
Thy fweet converfe, and love fo dearly join’d. 

To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn! Milt. Par. Lojl. 
Their way 

Lies through the perplex’d paths of this drear wood ; 

The nodding horrour of whofe fhady brows. 

Threats th z forlorn and wand’ring paftenger. Milton . 

My only ftrength and flay ! forlorn of thee. 

Whither fhall I betake me, where fubfift ! Milt. Par. Lojl. 

Like a declining ftatefman, left forlorn 
To his friends pity and purfuers fcorn. Denham. 

The good old man, forlorn of human aid. 

For vengeance to his heav’nly patron pray’d. Dryd. Iliad. 
Philomel laments forlorn. Fenton. 

As fome fad turtle his loft love deplores. 

Thus, far from Delia, to the winds I mourn ; 

Alike unheard, unpity’d, and forlorn. Pope’s Autumn . 

2 . Loft ; defperate. 

What is become of great Aerates’ fon ? 

Or where hath he hung up his mortal blade. 

That hath fo many haughty conquefts won ? 

Is all his force forlorn, and all his glory done ? Fairy Jhieen. 

3. Small; defpicable : in a ludicrous fenfe. 

He was fo forlorn, that his dimenfions to any thick fight 
were invincible. Sbakefpear/s Henry IV . p. ii. 

Forlorn, n.f Aloft, folitary, forfaken man. 

Henry 

Is of a king become a banifli’u man. 

And forc’d to live in Scotland a forlorn. Sbakefp. Henry VI. 
2. Forlorn Hope. The foldiers who are fent firft to the at- 
tack, and are therefore doomed to perifih. 

Criticks in plume. 

Who lolling on our foremoft .benches fit, 

And ftili charge firft, the true forlorn of wit; Dryden. 

Forlo'rnness. n.f. [from forlorn.] Deftitution ; mifery ; 
folitude. 

Men difpleafed God, and confequently forfeited all right 



Knit with a golden baldric, which frlay 
Athwart her fnowy bread, and did divide 

Her dainty paps, which, like young fruit in May, 
’gan to fwell ; and being ty’d. 


Now little 


Through her thin weed, their places only fignify’d. Fa. 

FORM, n.f [ forma, Latin; forme, French.] 

1. The external appearance of any thing; repreftntation • 

fhape. * 

Nay, women are frail too. 

* “Ay , as the glades where they view themfelves, 

Which are as eafy broke as they make ferms. Shakefpean, 

It ftood ftili ; but I could not difeern th eform thereof. Job. 
Gold will endure a vehement fire, without any change, and 
after it has been divided by corrofive liquors into invifible 
parts ;' yet may prefently be precipitated, fo as to appear again 
in its form. Grew' s Cofmol. Sac. ~b. i. 

Matter, as wife logicians fay. 

Cannot without a form fubfift ; 

And form, fa y I as well as they, 

Muft fail, if matter brings no grift. Swift. 

2. Being, as modified by a particular (hape. 

When noble benefits fhall prove 
Not well difpos’d, the mind grown once corrupt, 

They turn to vicious forms , ten times more ugly 
Than ever they were fair. Sbakefpeares Henry VIII. 

H.ere toils and death, and death’s half-brother, deep, 
Forms terrible to view, their (entry keep ; 

With anxious pleafures of a guilty mind. 

Deep frauds before, and open force behind. Dryden’ s JEn. 

3. Particular model or modification. 

He that will look into many parts of Ada and America, 
will find men xeafon there perhaps as acutely as himfelf, who 
yet never heard of a fyllogifm, nor can reduce any one argu- 
ment to thofe forms. Locke. 

It lengthens out every a£I of worfhip, and produces more 
lading and permanent impreflions in the mind, than thofe 
which accompany any tranfient form of words that are ut- 
tered in the ordinary method of religious worfhip. Addifon. 

4. Beauty ; elegance of appearance. 

He hath no form nor comelinefs. Ifa. liii. 2; 

5. Regularity; method; order. 

What he fpoke, though it lack’d form a little, 

Was not like madnefs. Sbakefpeare’ s Hamlet . . 

6. External appearance without the effential qualities; empty 
fhow. 

Then thofe whom form of laws 
Condemn’d to die, when traitors judg’d their caufe. Dryden. 
They were young heirs fent only for form from fchools, 
where they were not differed to flay three months in the year. 

Szuift’s EJJ'ay on Modern Education. 

Ceremony ; external rites. 

Though well we may not pafs upon his life. 

Without the form of juftice; yet our pow’r 
Shall do a court’fy to our wrath, which men 
May blame, but not controul. Sbakefpeare' s King Lear. 
A long table, and a fquare table, or feat about the walls, 
feem things of form , but are things of fubftance ; for at a long 
table, a few at the upper end, in efFe£f, fway all the bufinefs; 
but in the other form, there is more ufe of the counfellors opi- 
nions that fit low T er. Bason , EJfay 21. 

That the parliaments of Ireland might want no decent or 
honourable form ufed in England, he caufed a particu- 
lar aft to pafs that the lords of Ireland (hould appear in par- 
liament robes. Davies in Ireland. 

Their general ufed, in all difpatches made by himfelf, to 
obferve all decency in their fo ms. Clarendon , b. viii. 

How am I to interpret, fir, this vifit ? 

Is it a compliment of form , or love? A. Pbill. Dijt. Moth. 
Stated method ; eftablifhed pra&ice. 

He who affirmeth fpeech to be neceftary amongft all men, 
throughout the world, doth not thereby import that all men 

' muft neceffarily (peak one kind of language ; even fo the ne- 
ceflity of polity and regimen in all churches may be held, 
without holding any one certain J'orm to be neceftary in them 
all. Hooker, b. iii. f 2 ' 

Nor are conftant forms of prayer more likely to flat and 
hinder the fpirit of prayer and devotion, than unpremeditated 
and confuted variety to diftraft and lofe it. King Charles. 

Nor feek to know 

Their procefs, or the forms of law below. Dryden' s m#- 

9. A long feat. 

Jf a chair be defined a feat for a Angle perfon, with aback 
belonging to it, then a ftool is a feat for a fingle perfon with- 
out a back ; and a form is a feat for feveral perfons, without 
a back. > Waits’s L r guk. 

I was feen with her in the manorhoufe, fitting with her 
upon the form , and taken following her into the park. Shake}. 

ID. Aclafs; a rank of ftudents. 

It will be neceffarv to fee and examine thofe works which 
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have given fo great a reputation to the 

form. 

t \ The feat or bed of a hare. 

Now for a clod-like hare in/*ra they peer; 

Now bolt and cudgel fquirrels leap do move; 

Now the ambitious lark, with mirrour clear, 

Thev catch, while he, fool ! to himfelf makes love. Stdn. 

Have you obferv’d a fitting hare, 

Lift’ninv, and fearful of the ftorm 

Of horns and hounds, clap back her ear, . 

Afraid to keep or leave her form. f r J cr • 

>2 Form is the effential, fpecifical, or diftingu.flnng modifica- 
tion of the matter of which any thing is compofed, fo as 
thereby to give it fuch a peculiar manner of exiftence. Hams. 

In definitions, whether they be framed larger to augment, 
or ftr idler to abridge the number of facraments, we find grace 
exprefly mentioned as their true effential and elements as 

the matter whereunto that form doth adjoin melt. hooUr. 

They inferred, if the world were a living creature, it had 
a foul and fpirit, by which they did not intend God, lor they 
did admit of a deity befides, but only the foul or effential 
form of the univerle. bacon’s hatural Htjlory. 

1 3. A formal caufe ; that which gives eflence. 

To Form v. a. \_formo , Latin.] 

1. To make out of materials. .. 

God firmed man of the duft of the ground. Gen. 11. 7. 
She form'd the phantom of well-bodied air. rope. 

2. To model to a particular (hape. 

o. To modify; tofeheme; to plan. . 

Lucretius taught him not to form his heroe, to give him 
piety or valour for his manners. Dryden s JEn. Dedicat. 

4. To arrange ; to combine in any particular manner : as, he 

formed his troops. A 

5. To adjuft ; to fettle. 

^ Our* differ cnees with the Rcmanifts are thus formed into an 

intereft, and become the defign not of fingle perfons, but of 

corporations and fucceftions. Decay of Piety. 

6. ' To contrive ; to coin. 

The defeat of the defign is the routing of opinions formed 
for promoting it. Decay of Piety. 

He dies too foon ; 

And fate, if poflible, muft be delay’d : 

The thought that labours in m y forming brain, 

Yet crude and immature, demands more time. 

7. To model by education or inftitution. 

Let him to this with eafy pains be brought. 

And feem- to labour when he labours not : 

Thus form’d for fpeed, he challenges the wind. 

And leaves the Scythian arrow far behind. Dryd. Virg. Geo. 
FORMAL, adj.fformel, French; formalism Latin.] 

]. Ceremonious; folemn; precife; exa£I to affectation; 

The juftice, 

In fair round belly, with good capon lin’d. 

With eyes fevere, and beard, of formal cut. 

Full of wife faws and modern inftances. 

And fo he plays his part. Sbakefpeare' s As you like it. 

Formal in apparel, 

In gait and countenance furely like a father. Sbakefpeare. 
Ceremonies efpecially be not to be omitted to ftrangers and 
formal natures ; but the exalting them above the mean .is not 
only tedious, but doth diminifh the credit of him that (peaks. 

Bacon , Ejjay 53. 

2. Done according to eftablilhed rules and methods ; not irre- 
gular, not fudden ; not extemporaneous. 

There is not any pofitive law of men, whether it be gene- 
ral or particular, received by formal exprefs confent, as in 
councils; or byfecret approbation, as in cuftoms it cometh to 
pafs, but the fame may be taken away, if occafion- ferve. 

Hooker , b. i v. / 14. 
As there are formal and written leagues, reipe< 5 tive. to cer- 
tain enemies ; fo there is a natural and tacit confederation 
amongft all men againft the common enemy of human. fociety, 
fo as there needs no intimation or denunciation of the war; 
but all thefe formalities the law of nature fupplies, as in the 
cafe of pyrates. Bacon's Holy War. 

3. Regular ; methodical. 

The. formal ftars do travel fo, 

As we their names and courfes know ; 

And he that on their changes looks, 

Would think them govern’d by our books. Waller . 

4. External ; having the appearance but not the effence. 

Of formal duty, make no more thy boaft ; 

Thou difobey’ft where it concerns me moft. Dryd. Aureng . 

5. Depending upon eftabliftiment or cuftom. 

Still in conftraint your fuffering fex remains. 

Or bound in formal or in real chains. Pope. 

6. Having the power of making any thing what it is ; confti- 
tuent; effential. 

Of letters the material part is breath and voice 


Rowe . 


- - uiaiti icii jjaiL la uivaui rtnu vuiec ; the formal 

!s conftituted by the motions and figure of the organs of fpeech 

affecting breath with a peculiar found, by which each letter is the dam doth tear afunder. 

Hilda's Elements of Speech. 


diferiminated. 
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Belhrmme agrees in making th e formal acl of adoration to 
befubieflion toa fuperior; but withal he makes the mere ap* 
prehenfion of excellency to include tht 
whereas mere excellency, without fuperior.ty, 

7 ' Thou fhou’dft come like a fury cover d wtthfnakes. 

Not like a formal man. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

*1 will not let him ftir, 

’Till I have us’d th’ approved means I have; 

With wholfome fyrups, drugs, and holy prayers, 

To make of him a formal man again. Sbakefp. Com_of Err. 
Formalist, n.f. [firma life, French, from form.] One who 
pradifes external ceremony ; one who prefers appearance to 
reality ; one who feems what he is not, re 

It 'is a ridiculous thing, and fit for a fatyr to perfoos of 
judgment, to fee what .Ihifts. formal, Jls have and what 
profpeaives to make fuperficies to feem a body that hath depth 
and bulk. , „ Eacon^ E(fay 27. 

A grave, ftanch, (kilfully managed face, fet upon a gralp- 
ing afpiring mind, having got many a f \y formalift the reputa- 
tion of a primitive and fevere piety. South s Sermons . 

Forma'lity. n.f. [ forma lit C) French, from form.] 

1. Ceremony; eftablifhed mode of behaviour. 

The attire, which the minifterofGod is by order to ufe 
at times of divine fervice, is but a mattpr of mere forma- 
lity, yet fuch as for comelinefs fake hath hitherto been judged 
not unneceffary. Hooker , b.v. J. icy. 

Formalities of extraordinary zeal and piety are never more 
ftudied and elaborate than in defperate defigns. King C ocules. ^ 
Many a worthy man facrifices his peace to formalities of 
compliment and good manners. L’Ejlrange , Fable 1 84. 

Nor was his attendance oq divine offices a matter of forma- 
lity and cuftom, but of confidence. Atterbury s Sermons , 

2. Solemn order, habit, or drefs. 

If men fbrfwear the deeds and bonds they draw. 

Though fign’d with all formality of law ; 

And chough the figning and the feal proclaim 
The barefac’d peijury, and fix the fhame. Dryden’ s Juven. 
The preteoder would have infallibly landed in our northern 
parts, and found them all fat down in their formalities , as the 
Gauls did the Roman fenators. . Swift . 

3. Effence ; the quality by which any thing is what it is. 

To fix on God the frmality of faculties, or affeaions, is 
the import ure of our fancies, and contradi&ory to his divi- 
nity. Glanv. ScepJ. c. 1 3. 

May not a man vow to A. and B. that he will give a hun- 
dred pound to an hofpital ? Here the vow is made both to God 
and to A. and B. But here A. and B. are only witneffes to 
the vow; but the formality of the vow lies in the promife 
made to God. Stilling feet's Def. cfDife ■ on Rom . Idol. 

To Fo'rmalize. v. a. [ fbrmalifer , French, from formal.] 

1. To model; to modify. A word not now in ufe. 

The fame fpirit which anointed the bleffed.foul of our Sa- 
viour Chrift, doth fo formalize, unite, and a&uate his whole 
race, as if both he and they were fo many limbs compaded 
into one body. Hooker , b. v. f 56. 

2. To affea formality ; to be fond of ceremony. 

Fo'rmally. adv. [from frmal.] 

1. According to eftablifhed rules, methods, ceremonies or rites. 

Formally , according to our law, 

Depofe him. Sbakefpeare' s Richard II. 

2. Ceremonioufiy ; ftifly ; precifely. 

To be ftiff and formal'y refirved, as if the company did 
not deferve our familiarity, is a downright challenge of 
homage. Collier on Pride . 

In open appearance ; with vifible and apparent fhow. 

You and your followers do ftand formally divided againft 
the authorifed guides of the church, and the reft of the 
people. Hooker . 

Fffentially ; chara&eriftically. 

This power and dominion is not adequately and formally 
the image of God, but only a part of it. South’s Sermons . 

The Heathens and the Chriftians may agree in material 
aifts of charity ; but that which formally makes this a Chriftian 
grace, is the fpring from which it flows. Smalridge’s Sermons . 
Forma'tion. n.f \ formation, French, itomferrno, Latin.] 

1 . The a£t of forming or generating. 

The matter difeharged forth of vulcano’s, and other fpiracles, 

contributes to th efrmation of meteors. Woodward’s Nat. Hift . 

The folids are originally formed of a fluid, from a fmajil 
point, as appears by the gradual formation of a foetus. Arbutb. 

Complicated ideas, growing up under obfervation, give not 
the fame confufion, as if they were all offered to the mind at 
once, without your obferving the original and formation oft 
them. Watts’s Improvement cf the Mind. 

2. The manner in which a thing is formed. 

T. he chorion, a thick membrane obfeuring the formation , 
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Brown s Vulgar Err ours. 

Fo'rmative, 




